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LATE  FOREIGN  DEVELOPMENTS  .  .  . 

UNITED  KINGDOM  WHEAT  PROSPECTS  FAVORABLE 


Wheat  prospects  are  reported  to  be  favorable,  with  an  Increase  over  last  year's 
acreage  anticipated-    On  the  basis  of  percentage  gains  of  86.5  percent  In  the  wheat 
acreage  and  52.8  percent  In  oats,  estimated  by  the  trade,   the  1943  acreage  appears  to 
have  been  approximately  3,432,000  and  3,716,000  acres,  respectively. 

ARGENTINE  CORN  PROSPECTS 

The  corn  harvest  Is  progressing  and  reports  of  good  yields  continue  for  early 
harvested  areas. 

EUROPEAN  WINTER  GRAINS  IN  GOOD  CONDITION 

winter  grain-crop  condition  is  reported  as  generally  favorable,  with  winter-kill 
believed  to  be  well  below  normal.     Soil  conditions  are  said  to  be  satisfactory  In 
most  parts,  and  spring  seeding  should  soon  be  making  progress. 

HUNGARIAN  CROP  REPORT 

The  official  Hungarian  crop  report  for  the  three  weeks  ended  February  18 
stated  that  continuation  of  mild  weather  had  facilitated  field  work,  such  as  plowing, 
fertilizing,  and  harrowing.     In  some  districts,  sowing  had  begun. 

RICE  PRODUCTION  REVISED  UPWARD  IN  ECUADOR 

Ecuadoran  rice  production  in  1943  has  been  revised  upward  to  7,607,000  bushels, 
which  is  a  33-percent  increase  over  the  5, 718, 000  bushels  produced  In  1942,  and  is 
75  percent  larger  than  average  annual  production  of  4,409,000  bushels  during  the 
5-year  period,  1938-1942.     Ecuador  was  not  an  important  rice  exporter  until  shipments 
from  the  Far  East  were  curtailed  as  a  result  of  the  War.    Since  much  of  Ecuador's 
land  is  suitable  for  rice  cultivation,  a  large  expansion  has  occurred,  and  that 
cereal  now  is  the  most  important  agricultural  crop  In  Ecuador.     Acreage  in  1944  Is 
expected  to  exceed  the  large  acreage  of  last  year. 

PALESTINE  OLIVE-OIL  PRODUCTION 

Olive-Oil  production  from  the  1943  olive  crop  In  Palestine  is  estimated  at 
9,414  long  tons  (of  2,240  pounds  each)  compared  with  1,618  tons  in  1942  and  10,535 
tons  in  1941. 

SPAIN  SHIPS  RAISINS  TO  SWEDEN 

Spain  is  reported  to  have  shipped  25,000  boxes  of  10  kilograms  (22  pounds) 
each  of  Malaga  loose  Muscatel  raisins  to  Sweden  during  February.     In  exchange  for 
the  raisins,  Spain  expects  to  receive  ball  bearings,  machine  tools,  and  machinery. 
It  was  stated  also  that  even  with  the  shipments  to  Sweden,   the  carry-over  on  the' 
local  raisin  market  still  amounted  to  200,000  boxes. 
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GRAINS  AND  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  .  . 


Gordon  P.   Boals,    in  charge 
SWEDEN  SEEDS  LARGER  WINTER  BREAD-GRAIN  AREA:  l9<+3  GRAIN  CROP  BELOW  AVERAGE 

The  acreage  sown  to  bread  grains  in  Sweden  during  the  fall  of  1943  was  estimated 
to  be  slightly  larger  than  fall  seedlngs  In  the  preceding  year,  according  to  reports 
received  in  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.     The  combined  acreage  is 
reported  at  985,000  acres,  which  is  about  5  percent  larger  than  the  fall  sowings  in 
1942.    Recent  reports  giving  estimates  of  the  1943  production  place  the  total  bread- 
grain  crop  at  the  same  level  as  in  1942,  though  considerably  below  the  pre-war  average. 
Increased  wheat  production  was  balanced  by  a  smaller  rye  crop.     The  coarse-^graln 
outturn  was  somewhat  smaller  than  in  1942,  as  well  as  considerably  below  average. 

Total  grain  acreage  has  decreased  during  the  past  4  seasons  with  the  largest 
part  of  the  decrease  showing  in  the  oats  acreage.     Indications  point  to  land  having 
been  shifted  from  grain  to  oilseeds  or  green  forage.    Winter  wheat  acreage  normally 
represents  about  58  percent  of  the  total  wheat  area  in  Sweden.     If  that  relationship 
exists  in  1944  the  wheat  acreage  would  be  one  of  the  largest  in  recent  years.  Winter 
rye  constitutes  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  entire  rye  area,  ordinarily  around 
97  percent  of  the  total. 

Sowing  of  winter  grain  for  the  1943  harvest  was  held  up  as  a  result  of  delayed 
harvesting  of  the  1942  crop.    The  delays  caused  by  unfavorable  weather  and  technical 
difficulties  resulted  in  smaller  sowings  than  normal  even  though  field  work  was  poss- 
ible until  the  end  of  the  year.     Extreme  temperatures  and  floods  are  reported  as 
having  caused  slight  damage,  but,  on  the  whole,  the  grain  came  through  the  winter  in 
good  condition. 

Heavy  rains  during  the  harvest  of  the  1943  crop  in  parts  of  the  country, 
especially  in  southern  and  central  districts,  are  reported  to  have  caused  considerable 
deterioration  in  the  grain,  and  the  flour  will  accordingly  be  of  lower  quality.  Con- 
siderable quantities  of  unharvested  grain,  particularly  rye,  sprouted,  and  as  a  result 
about  55,000  short  tons  of  bread  grain  were  estimated  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
and  win  be  sold  as  fodder.     The  most  serious  damage  was  reported  in  provinces  near 
Lake  Malar  in  the  central  part  of  the  country  where  'laboratory  tests  showed  an  average 
of  10  percent  of  sprouted  grain. 

With  bread-grain  production  at  the  reported  level,  augmented  by  existing 
stocks,   it  is  expected  that  during  1943-44  bread  rations  will  be  maintained  at  the 
same  rate  as  has  been  in  effect  since  December  1942  (weekly  bread  ration  reported 
at  2,370  grams  per  normal  consumer).     The  feed  situation,  on  the  contrary,   is  some- 
what less  favorable  than  it  was  a  year  earlier,  since  hay  as  well  as  feed  grains 
shows  a  reduction  compared  with  the  1942  crop.     Stocks  of  cellulose  fodder,  estimated 
on  September  1,   1943,  at  almost  310,000  short  tons,  are  expected  to  alleviate  the 
feed  shortage  to  some  extent  and  to  prevent  any  material  reduction  of  present  live- 
stock, numbers.     It  Is  reported,  however,   that  the  practice  of  feeding  hogs  to  heavy 
weights  will  be  discontinued.    Limited  quantities  of  protein  meal  have  been  imported 
from  overseas. 
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stlmate  of 


t.  barley,  35  .percent  oats,  and  10  percent  pulse,  b; 
c-'  '.''Ot  avallaole.     <XI  Preliminary. 


}overnment  measures  affecting  grain  crops  include  a  progressive  price  system 
that  offers  premiums  for  late  deliveries,,  thus  providing  for  orderly  marketing  and 
helping  prevent  storage  problems.    A  tendency  toward  heavy  marketings  in  the  fall  was 
noted,  but  this  appears  to  have  been  checked  through  official  appeals  to  hold  grain 
for  later  delivery.    Milling  regulations  were  amended,  and.  effective  October  20,  1943. 
through  August  31.  1944.  millings  may  contain  a  maximum  of  40  percent  old-crop  grains. 
This  regulation  was  designed  to  achieve  the  best  possible  baking-quality  flour  through 
utilization  of  limited  stocks  of  old-crop  grain  mixed  with  this  year's  lower  grade 
grain. 

Trade  data  for  the  first  9  months  of  1943  show  a  reduced  rate  of  import  for 
all  grains  except  oats.    Wheat  imports  during  that  period  of  1942  were  noted  as  around 
2  million  bushels,  while  in  1943  around  a  quarter  of  a  million  bushels  were  reported. 
Imports  of  oats  showed  a  slight  rise  to  around  700,000  bushels  compared  with  425,000 
bushels  in  1942.  most  of  which  was,  however,  for  processing  and  return  to  Finland  as 
rolled  oats.     Imports  of  corn  and  high  protein  feeds  had  decreased  during  the  period. 
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VEGETABLE ' Of LS  AN D: 'OILSEEDS  -   .  . 

Fred  J.  Rostiter,   in  charge 
BAH  I A  CASTOR-BEAN  PROSPECTS  FAVORABLE 

Bahla  ca.stor-be»n  production  may  be  larger  than,  that  of  recent  years.  Trade 
sources  estimate  a,  crop  of  eo, OOG  short  tons  for  1944  compared- with- a  revised  esti- 
mate of  50,000  tons  for  last  year.    This  State  was  the  leading  castor-bean  producer 
until  1943  when  Sao  Paulo's  output  was  greater. 

Exports  of  castor  beans  from  the  port  of  Bahla  (Sao  Salvador)  during  1943' 
were  22  percent  greater  than  those  of  1942  and  slightly  larger  than  the- average  for 
the  years  1938-1942.     Castor-oll  shipments  from  the  same  port  amounted  to  only 
226,000  pounds  In  1943  compared  with  1,974,000  In  1942.     The  reduction  in  oil 
shipments  was  due  to  a  shortage  of  shipping  facilities  and  to  a  greater  demand  for 
castor  beans  In  the  United  States. 

CASTOR  BEANS:     Exports  from  the  port  of  Bahla,   Brazil,  1941-1943 


MONTH  .  1941  .  1942         .   . .  1943 

.:   1,000  pounds  :     1,000  pounds    :     1,000  pounds 

January  :  12,559  :  3.816:  448 

February   :  10,553  :  18,637   :  19,329 

March   :  2,247  :  5.844  : 

April    14,490  :  ;2t923  : 

May   :  899  :  2,  472   :  9.  100 

June  :  20,881  :  10,  563  :  6,406 

July   16,  920  :  4,377   :  3.5.96 

August   :  6,  067  :  4,945  :  9,  974 

September  :  5,953  :  7,534  :  12,915 

October   :  18,  293  :  3,144  :  6,  852 

November  ,  :  7,304  :  3.259  :  9.230 

December  :  24,293  :  3.  709  :  8,373 

Total   :  140,464  :  71,223   :  86,  723 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 

V*  -  '       :  '  '     "     ..»••  •■-"V*  ;-.  A£  I  '•  '  * 

CANADIAN  SUtfFLOWER-SEED  MARKETINGS  SLOW 

Of  the  1943  sunf  lower-s.eed  production,  estimated  at  17,  900,  OOC  pounds,  less 
than  4,000,000  pounds  had  been  delivered  to  .the  Canadian  Wheat  Board  by  the  middle 
of  February,     in  addition  to  this  quantity,  approximately  250,000  pounds  had. been 
marketed  elsewhere  with  the  permission  of  the  Board. 

The  Canadian  wheat  Board  is  authorized  to  purchase  the  entire  crop  and  to  pay 
a  price  of  5  cents  per  pound  at  shipping  points  for  Mo.  l  seed  of  both  the  "Sunrise* 
and  "Mennonlte"  varieties.     Discounts  have  also  been  established  for  sunflower  seed 
grading  "tough,  "  "damp,"  or  "moist." 
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PROPOSED  REGULATION  OP  INDIA  COCONUT  INDUSTRY 

A  bill  Introduced  in  the  Parliament  of  India  in  February  provides  for  the 
establishment  of  an  Indian  Central  coconut  Committee  with  the  object  of  improving 
and  developing  the  cultivation,  processing,  and  marketing  of  all  coconuts  and  coconut 
products  except  coir  and  the  safeguarding  of  the  Interests  of  all  branches  of  the 
Industry  from  producer  to  consumer.     Coir  fiber  and  Its  manufactures  are  excluded, 
as  the  Industry  is  concentrated  largely  in  the  State  of  Travancore  and  is  already 
organized. 

The  proposed  Indian  Central  Coconut  Committee  would  derive  its  operating  funds 
from  an  excise  tax  of  3  rupees    2  annas  (94  cents)  per  long  ton  of  copra  consumed  in 
mills  in  British  India,  whether  or  not  the  copra  is  Imported  or  produced  locally.  The 
organization  and  functions  of  the  proposed  Committee  would  be  similar  to  those  of  the 
Indian  Central  cotton  Committee  and  those  concerned  with  coffee  and  lac. 

Coconut  cultivation  Is  found  along  most  of  the  coasts  of  India  and  extends 
inland  as  much  as  100  miles  in  some  places.    More  than  80  percent  of  production,  es- 
timated at  around  3.5  billion  coconuts  annually,  however,   is  accounted  for  by  the 
Madras  region;     This  quantity  Is  Insufficient  to  meet  domestic  requirements.  Imports 
of  copra,  mostly  from  Ceylon,  during  1935-36  to  1939-40  averaged  52,448  short  tons, 
and  coconut  oil  imports,  mostly  from  British  Malaya  and  Ceylon,  for  the  same  periods 
averaged  36,104  short  tons.     Ceylon  has  been  the  only  major  source  for  copra  and 
coconut-oll  imports  into  India  since  1941,  although  small  quantities  are  usually 
obtained  from  East  Africa  and  Islands  in  the  Indian  Ocean. 

The  coconut  industry  in  India  is  believed  to  oe  capable  of  considerable 
expansion  under  the  direction  of  a  government-sponsored  organization  such  as  that 
mentioned  above  and  without  much  additional  Investment.    New  trees  do  not  begin  bear- 
ing until  about  Q  years  of  age,  but  extensive  cultivation  and  application  of  fertil- 
izers to  existing  trees,  with  Improved  marketing  methods  and  greater  financial  In- 
ducements for  producers,  should  bring  about  a  sizable  increase  In  the  number  of 
coconuts  delivered  Into  commercial  channels.     With  all  the  world's  major  sources 
for  Imports  of  copra  and  coconut  oil  under  Japanese  control  at  present  except  Ceylon 
and  some  Islands  in  the  Southwest  Pacific,  any  immediate  Increase  in  India's  coconut 
production  will  be  a  welcomed  addition  to  the  United  Nations  Inadequate  supply  of 
coconut  products. 

INDIAN  OILSEED  ACREAGE  BELOW  RECENT  YEARS 

India's  1943-44  flaxseed  acreage  Is  placed  at  2,639,000  acres,  according  to 
the  second  official  forecast.     The  corresponding  estimate  for  1942-43  was  2,713,000 
and  the  final  2,701,000  acres.     The  first  forecast  for  rapeseed  and  mustard  seed  is 
3,038,000  acres  compared  with  3,443,000  at  the  same  time  in  1943  and  the  final  esti- 
mate of  5,784,000  acres.     The  final  estimate  for  1943-44  sesame  seed  production  is 
440,000  short  tons  from  4,167,000  acres,  representing  a  decrease  of  4.7  and  3.7  per- 
cent respectively,  compared  with  the  revised  figures  for  1942-43.     The  estimate  for 
the  current  year  is. based  on  reports  from  approximately  86  percent  of  the  area  under 
sesame  In  India.     Final  figures  for  the  Province  of  Madras  are  not  yet  available.  This 
Province  usually  accounts  for  roughly  17  percent  of  the  total. 
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TOBACCO  .  - 


if  *7.V? 


J.   Barnard  Gibbs,    in  charge 
CUBAN  1943-44  TOBACCO  PRODUCTION  LARGER 


No  official  estimates  as  to  the  size  of  the  1943-44  Caban  tobacco  production 
have  been  reported,  but  trade  sources  forecast  a  crop  of  at  least  63  million  pounds,  as 
compared  with  the  relatively  low  1942-43  crop  of  about  41.6  million  pounds,  weather 
conditions  have  been  nearly  Ideal,  and  the  quality  of  leaf  Is  generally  excellent, 
according  to  a  report  received  In  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.  Do- 
mestic consumption  of  cigars  and  cigarettes  was  much  greater  In  1943  than  in  pre-war 
years  and  prices  for  1942-43  crop  leaf  were  favorable  to  growers.     These  factors,  to- 
gether with  Improved  export  trade,  resulted  In  materially  larger  plantings  for  the 
1943-44  crop. 


CUBA:    Acreage  and  production  of  tobacco  by  districts,  average  1936-37 
through  1940-41,  annual  1941-42  and  1942-43 
"ACREAGE  " 
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consular  reports. 

Exports  of  leaf  tobacco  from  Cuba  in  1943,  principally  cigar  filler,  are 
believed  to  have  been  considerably  above  those  of  recent  years.    Most  of  the  leaf 
exported  in  1943  was  to  the  United  States,  although  Argentina,  Chile,  and  Canada 
took  considerable  quantities.     Particularly  heavy  shipments  to  the  United  States 
during  the  last  quarter  of  1943  resulted  primarily  from  the  desire  of  American  im- 
porters to  have  large  quantities  on  hand  for  entry  through  Customs  at  the  opening  of 
the  reduced-rate  quota  of  22  million  pounds  on  January  1,  1944.     Exports  of  cigars 
during  1943  were  nearly  four  times  the  quantity  shipped  In  1942.    About  one-half  of  the 
cigar  exports  in  1943  were  to  the  United  States,  with  Spain  ranking  next  in  Importance. 
Exports  of  cigarettes  and  smoking  tobacco  remained  Insignificant  and  showed  declines 
from  1942  exports. 

Increased  purchasing  power  since  the  war  has  materially  stimulated  domestic 
consumption  of  tobacco  products  in  Cuba.     In  1943,  consumption  of  cigarettes  amounted 
to  6,263  million  pieces  compared  with  6,035  million  in  1942,  and  an  average  of  only 
4,850  million  during  the  period  1936-1940.     Consumption  of  cigars  in  1943  amounted  to 
255  million  pieces,  representing  a  decrease  of  about  12  percent  from  the  preceding 
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year.    Average  consumption  of  cigars  during  the  period  1936-1940,  however,  amounted 
to  only  138  million.    The  consumption  of  smoking  tobacco,  which  is  used  only  in  small 
4UUMtltltfa»  .was  ^ritrfosc  double'- 'that? -of  the  previous  year. 

SOUTHERN -RHODESIA  PLANS ' I NCR-ASED " TOBAGO  PRODUCTION 

-  A  need  for  greatly  increased  tobacco  production  in  southern  Rhodesia  was 
stressed  at  a  recent  meeting  of  tobacco  growers  attended  by  several  prominent  Govern- 
ment, of flclals..  The  Minister -of  Agriculture  stated  that  flue-Cured  and [Turkish-type 
tobacco  grown  In  the  colony  probably  would  become  the  most  important  export  item, 
and  suggested: a  possible ■ future  production  of  100  to  150  million  pounds  to  meet 
potential  demand. 

1  f.  is  reported  now  that  the  total  1942-43  tobacco  crop  in  Southern  Rhodesia 
amounted  to  only  33.9  million  pounds  from  68,989  acres,  compared  with  49.1  million 
pounds  from  79,109  acres  in  1941-42.     The  reduction  In  acreage  and  production  of 
flue-cured  leaf  in  1942-43.  which  Is  attributed  to  shortages  of  labor  and  fertilizers, 
accounts  for  the  decrease.    The  area  planted  to  fire-cured1,  air-cured,  and  Turkish 
types  in  1942-43  was  Increased  over  the  previous  year,  and  larger  production  of  these 
types  was  obtained. 

■Although  tobacco  has  been  grown  on  a  commercial  scale  In  Southern  Rhodesia  since 
the  early  1900' s,  significant  quantities  were  not  produced  until  after  the  first  World 
War.    Production  averaged  about  3.7  million  pounds  in  the  crop  years  1922-23  to  1925-26 
and  rose,  to  a  record  production  of  49.1  million  in  1941-42. 


SOUTHERN  RHODESIA:     Tobacco  acreage  and 
■     crop  years  1955-36  through 
_____  .       :    fi RE  CURED  AND  : 


production,  by  types. 
1942-43 


FLUE-CURED 


CROP. YEAR 


1935-  36  .. 

1936-  37  . 

1937-  33  . 

1938-  39  . 

1939-  40  . 

1940-  41'  .. 
191*1-42  • 
1 942~43 :  * 
Compiled! 


AREA 

Acres 

37,810 

36,939 

45.657 

59,689 

59,957 

63, 740 

74,376 

61,761 


PRO--  : 

M  _XL__  L 
1,000  i 
Pounds  : 
20,709  : 
20,344  : 
25,180  : 
22,424  : 
34.459  : 
34,927  : 
4«,579  : 
30,339  •: 


AIR-CURED  a/- 
AREA 


Acres 
1 ,  734 
1 ,967 
1 ,481 
1.237 
1,326 
1 , 130 
1,517 
1.836 


PRO- 
DUCTION 
1  ,000 
pounds 
1,009 
960' 
826 
442 
618 
675 
940 
953 


TURKISH 


AREA 

lores 
1.953 
1,883 
1 ,  849 
1,767 
1 ,  987 
2,449 
3.216 
5,392" 


PRO-  ~ 
DUCT  ION 
1,000 
pounds 
684 
745 
704 
576 
624 
1,068 
1,  542 


2.469 


from  official  sources  and  consular  reports,    a/  Includes 

ARGENTINA  INCREASES  TOBACCO  ACREAGE 


TO 


AREA 

Acres 
41,497 
40.789 
48,987 
62,693 
63,270 
67,319 
79,109 
68. 989 
Inyorka. 


TAL 

•  pro"" 

:  DUCTION 

:  1,000 

:  pounds 

:  22.402 

:  22 . 049 

:  26,710. 

:  23,442 

:  35,701 

:  36,670 

:  49,061 

:  33,761 


,    v The  second  estimate  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  piaces  the  1943-44  tobacco 
acreage  in' Argentina  at  46,949  acres,  representing  a  slight  increase  over  the  first 
estimate.:    In  the  1942-43  season,  43,971  acres  were  planted  to  tobacco,  and  the  , 
average  acreage  for  the  crop  years  1937-38  through  1941-42  was  44, '928  acres. 
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LIVESTOCK,  MEATS,  AND  WOOL  ;•.  ,  . 

Arthur  T.   Thompson^   in  charge 
CANADIAN  HOG  NUMBERS  LARGEST  ON  RECORD 

'    -:    :  -  The  December  1,  1943*  hog  estimate  for  Canada  reported  nuribers  at  the  record 
total  of  9, 473,  OOD  head.     Tills  Is,  an  Increase  of  22  percent  above  the  December  es- 
timate for  1S42  and. 165' percent  above  the  corresponding  estimate  for  1939. 

HOGS:.:  Numbers;  on.  farms,  June  l  and  December  l,  1933,  to  1943 


YEAR 


1938 
1939 
1940 


JUNE  1  .  DECEMBER  1 
.Thousands    :.  ,  Thousands 


YEAR 


3.  487 
4,294 
5,882 


3, 569  :   1941  a/ 
4,770  :  1942 
6,117  :   1943  ... 


,JUN-E  1 
Thousands 

6,  093 

7,  125 

8,  148 


■DECEMBER  1 
Thousands 

6.  527 
7,751 
9,  473 


Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa,     a/  Preliminary  census. 

Saskatchewan  showed  the  largest  Increase  of  any'  Province'.     The  number  of  hogs 
In  that  Province  was  reported  at  2,182,400  head,  which  was'  814,000  head  or  59.6  per- 
cent larger  than  a  year  earlier.     In  Alberta,  which  now' has' more  hogs  than  any  other 
Province  of  Canada,   the  total  was  placed  at  2, 977, 400  heal,  an'  increase'  of  709,000 
head  or  31.2  percent.     In  Manitoba  the  number  Increased'  by  167,000  head  or  24  per- 
cent.   Quebec  Province  showed  the  largest  numerical' "gain  for  any  eastern  Province, 
the  number  there  be  In:;  reported  at  1,239,100  h'ea'd,  ah  Increase  of  195.  000  or  17. 8 
percent.    Ontario,  formerly  the  most  Important  hog-producing  Province  in  Canada,  has 
now  fallen  to  third  place  In  Importance  and  showed  a  decrease  of  10  percent  below 
last  year. 


HOQS: 


Numbers  on  farms,  December  1,  1942  and  1943 


PROV  IN-CE 


Prince  Edward 
Island  .... 

Nova  Scotia  . 

New  8ruf>swi  ck 

Quebec  i . . . . 

Ontario 

Man'rtoba  ... 

Saskatchewan 

Al  be  rta  .... 

British 
Columbia  . 
Total  .... 


1942 

UNDER     :  OVER 
6  MONTHS:   6  MONTHS 


dumber  : 

52,300: 
47, 700: 
64,800: 
717,900: 
,620, 900: 
460, 500 : 
826, 400; 
.452,300: 


!' umber 

14.  0  ,00 
15.300 
.  .24.700 
376,600 
398,400 
235. 500 
541 ,600 
817,400 


56, 100 :  28.200 
i. 298.  900  :2  .451,  700 


TOTAL 

Nuwber 

6£,300 
63 , 000 
89, 500 
,094, 500 
,019.300 
696.000 
,368. 000 
,269,700 


84,300 
7, 750,600 


-  1943 
UNDER       :  OVER" 
6  MONTHS :   6  MONTHS 


Kumber  : 

59, 900: 
62,000: 
77, 700: 
877,200: 
1.458, 800: 
599,300: 
1 .411.000: 
2. 001.60O: 


Humber 

14. 000 
17,600 
2  9,2  00 
"ill, 900 
350, 600 
'263.900 
•771,400 
975.800 


62,400:  28,900 
6,609,900:2.863.300 


TOTAL 

}'unber 

73.  900 
79. 600 
106, 900 
,289, IOC 
.809,400 
863,200 
,182.400 
,977.400 

91,300 
473 .200 


1943  AS 
PERCENTAGE 
OF  1942 

Percent 

111.  5 
126-3 
119.4 
117.8 
89.  6 
124.0 
159.5 
131.2 

l°8-3 
122.2 


Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa. 
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The  fall  (June-November)  pig  crop  for  all  Canada  amounted  to  8,083,000  pigs 
born,  an  increase  of  30  percent  above  1942,  while  the  number  saved  was  6,969,000, 
an"  Increase  of  31  percen-t  above  1942.    Marketings  are  already  reflecting  the  large 
number  of  hogs  on  hand  and  are  expected  to  continue  heavy  throughout  the  first 
half  of  1944.     Inspected  slaughter  in  the  2  months,  December  and  January,  totaled 
1,908,000  head,  which  was  69  percent  above  the  corresponding  months  of  1942-43. 

An  over-all  decrease  of  7.5  percent  was  Indicated  as  of  December  1,  1943,  in 
the  number  of  sows  expected  to  farrow  in  the  spring  of  1944,  the  reduction  being 
particularly  marked  in  Ontario.     The  hog  subsidy  payments  announced  in  January, 
however,  are  expected  to  be  Instrumental  in  bringing  about  a  reversal  of  this  down- 
ward tendency.     Recent  reports  indicate  a  sharp  increase  in  the  demand  for  breeding 
stock;  and  young  pigs.    Hogs  from  these  late  breedings  will  start  to  appear  on  the 
market  late  in  1944. 

SOWS:     Numbers  bred  to  farrow  December  to  May,  1942-43  and  1943-44 


:  :  :  1943-44 

PROVINCE                          :           1942-43                    1943-44  :AS  PERCENTAGE  OF 

:  :  :  1942-43 

:          Number  :          Kumber  :  Percent 

Prince  Edward  Island   :  6,200  :  7,400  :  119.4 

Nova  Scotia  :  6,600  :  8.500  :  128.8 

New  Brunswick   :  10,900  :  12.000  :  110.1 

Quebec  :  167,300  :  169,900  :  101.6 

Ontario  :  233,  800  :  169,200  :  72.4 

Manitoba   :  74,900  :  65,300  :  87.2 

Saskatchewan  :  159,400  :  155,700  :  97.7 

Alberta   :  264,200  :  264,300  :  100. 0 

British  Columbia  :  10,400  :  11. 300  :  108.7 

Total  Canada    933  , 700  T~  863,600  :  92.5 


Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa. 

ARGENTINE  HOG  MARKETINGS  EXPECTED  TO  IMPROVE 

Argentine  hog  slaughtering  for  1944  may  reach  3,500,000  head,  as  compared 
with  about  3,000,000  during  1943,.    Shipments  of  boned  pork  are  expected  to  reach 
approximately  220  million  pounds  in  1944  against  exports  of  170  million  pounds  in 
1943. 

There  may  be  a  reduction  in  hog  marketing  in  the  first  half  of  1944,  especiallj 
in  the  Province  of  Buenos  Aires  outside  the  corn  zone,  but  it  is  expected  that  there 
will  be  an  upward  trend  In  the  last  half  of  the  year,  since  the  new  corn  crop  is  re- 
ported as  excellent.    Hog  marketings  in  Argentina  In  the  last  quarter  of  1943  showed 
a  falling  off  as  compared  with  the  high  level  of  the  preceding  quarter  out  were 
large  as  compared  with  the  same  quarter  of  earlier  years.     Average  weights  were  lighter 
due  to  the  shortage  and  high  prices  of  corn,  which  made  it  unprofitable  to  feed  to 
heavier  weights.    As  a  result  of  the  drought  and  the  short  1943  corn  crop,   there  was 
a  considerable  tendency  toward  reducing  hog  numbers  in  the  non-corn-producing 
districts  where  hogs  were  also  being  fed. 
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INCREASE  IN  LIVESTOCK  SLAUGHTER  INDICATED  IN  SAO  PAULO,  BRAZIL 

The  number  of  cattle  slaughtered  by  Sao  Paulo  packing  houses  this  year  will 
at  least  equal  the  number  slaughtered  last  year  and  may  possibly  exceed  It  by  10  to 
20  percent.    Estimates  of  the  1944  hog  slaughter  In  Sao  Paulo  and  northern  Parana 
are  at  least  10  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago  but  smaller  than  the  number  killed 
in  1942.     The  number  of  cattle  killed  by  packing  plants  and  charqueadas  (drying 


plants)  In 

the  State 

of  Sao  Paulo  In  1943  was  731,000  head 

compared  with  1,096,000 

In  1942,  a 

decrease 

Of  20  percent. 

BRAZIL: 

Packing-house  slaughter  in  the  State 

Of  Sao  Paulo, 

_ 1941-1943 

:    .                            IN  PACKING  HOUSES 

YEAR 

-•-:>                                CATTLE  a/ 

HOGS 

:  Thousands 

:               '  Thousands 

b/ 

281 

224 

Complied  from  official  sources. 

a/  Includes  dried-beef  plants  (charqueadas) . 

b/  Not*  available. 


The  actual  number  cf  cattle  killed,   it  is  said,  will  depend  upon  the  action  of 
the  Federal  government  in  rixing  a  price  satisfactory  to  cattlemen.     Most  cattlemen 
have  other  sources  of  Income  and  are  not  dependent  on  the  sale  of  cattle  but  can  hold 
them  indefinitely,  because  all  cattle  are  grass  fed  and  grass  Is  cheap.     At  present, 
pastures  are  in  excellent  condition  throughout  the  Sao  Paulo  region.     The  Sao  Paulo- 
Rio  de  Janeiro  region  in  recent  years  has  supplied  approximately  52  percent  of  the 
beef  exported  from  Brazil,   the  remainder  coming  from  the  packing  plants  in  the  Rio 
Grande  do  Sul  region. 

Corn  growers  in  northern  Parana  are  reported  a's  trying  to  buy  feeder  hogs  in 
other  sections  of  that  State  as  well  as  from- the  State  of  Sao- Paulo.    A  large  part 
of  the  breeding  stock  in  northern  Parana  was  killed ■ In-  1942  as  a  result  of  drought 
and  floods.    As  the  corn  growers  in  that  State  have  not  been  very  successful  In  ob- 
taining the  number  Of  feeder  hogs  desired.   It  Is  expected- that  sizeable  quantities 
of  corn  probably  will  spoil  this  year.     In  the  so-called  fat-hog  zone  In  northern 
Parana'  and  the  Alta  Sorocabana  region  In  the  State- of  Sao- Paulo,  hogs  are  allowed 
to  run  loose  in  the'  woods  until  the  corn  crop  Is  ripe.    The-  corn  is  then  hogged 
down.     The  fat  hogs"  are  driven-  to  a  railroad  point  from  which  they- are  shipped  to 
packing  houses  in  northern  Parana  and  in  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo.  ■-  • 

Indications  are  that  most  of  the  expected  Increase  In  pork  production  will 
be  consumed  within  the  country.     Should  this  prove  to  be  the  case,   it  would  release 
an  equivalent  amount  of  beef  for  export.    Hog  slaughter  In  packing  plants  in  the 
State  of  Sao  Paulo  in  1943  totaled  224,000  compared  with' 281, 000-  In  1942. 


267 


SWEDISH  LIVESTOCK  SHOWED  INCREASE  IN  JUNE 

The  year  1942-43  was  a  favorable  one  for  livestock  In  Sweden,   tee  latest 
livestock  returns  showing  that  flocks  and  herds  were  reconstituted  to  a  large  ex- 
tent from  the  low  level  to  which  they  nad  been  reduced  during  1941-42  when  grain 
crops  were  poor.     Owing  to  the  rather  poor  outturn  of  fodder  crops  In  1943,  live- 
stock numbers  in  June. 1944  are  not  expected  to  snow  an  Increase  corresponding  to 
that  of  1943. 

On  June  1,   1943,  cattle  numbers  were  estimated  at  2,777,-000  head,  an  increase 
of  9  percent  above  1942- •  Young  stock  showed  the  greatest  increase.     The  number  of 
calves  was  reported  at  499,000,  an  increase  of  29  percent  above  1942,  and  the  number 
of  steers  and  heifers  under  2  years  numbered  544,000,  an  increase  of  15  percent  above 
1342.     Hog  numbers  were  almost  up  to  the  1941  level,  being  estimated  at  984,000  head, 
or  16  percent  above  1942.     Hogs  of  3  months  and  older  increased  31  percent  to  371,000, 
while  pigs  under  3  months  Increased  8  percent  to  486,000  head.     There  was  also  a  sub- 
stantial Increase  in  the  number  of  brood  sows  kept,  which  rose  to  123,000  against 
only  108,000  in  1942. 

As  a  result  of  the  Intensive  propaganda  carried  on  in  recent  years  for  an 
expansion  in  sheep  breeding,  primarily  to  provide  more  wool  for  the  textile  industry, 
the  number  of  sheep  reached  516,000,  an  increase  of  46  percent  above  1942.  Horse 
numbers  were  placed  at  592,000  head,   or  approximately  the  same  as  in  1943.  About 
one  million  more  chickens  were  reported  on  June  l,  1943,   than  a  year  earlier,  the 
increase  all  being  young  chickens. 


SWEDEN:  Number 

of  livestock 

on  June  1, 

1943,  With 

comparisons 

:   JULY  15, 

■J  U  N  E  v  1 

CLASSIFICATION 

.:_  1939 

.    .1941  ~ 

1942 

;  !943~ 

: 1 , 000  head 

1  ,000  head 

:  1  ,000  head 

:i  ,000  heaci 

•J 

5 

4 

4 

Bulls  2  years  and  older 

:)  33 

33 

31 

35 

Cows  and  heifers  that  have 

:  1,926 

1.790 

1,650 

:  1,695 

Steers  and  heifers  below  2 

0 

:  495 

:  475 

:  544 

:j  1.016 

:  436 

386 

:  499 

:  2.975 

2',  75?  . 

2,  546 

P  2.777 

:  a/ 

4 

4 

:  4 

a/ 

;  121 

108 

1  123 

:  a/ 

:  431 

283 

:  371 

:  a/ 

441 

450 

486 

:  1.315 

997 

845 

:   9.84  . 

:  a/ 

:  14 

16 

20 

:         a/  . 

202 

217 

:  a/ 

195 

202 

243 

:      '  -373- 

411 

435 

516 

Horses  3  years  and  older  .. 

:  a/ 

494 

487 

490 

:  a/ 

119 

104  : 

102 

:  617 

613  • 

591 

592 

Compiled  from  official  sources,     a/  Details  not  available. 
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